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of the nave, there to remain till Ascension Day. The priest
then enters the sanctuary for the completion of the service.
The usual Easter salutation is "The Lord is risen/' with
the answer: "He is risen indeed." In Russia they add:
" And has appeared unto Peter."
With the Maronites the Easter service begins immedi-
ately after midnight. After preliminary prayers, the priest,
fully vested, approaches the "tomb" where the image has
lain since Good Friday, and, incensing it, calls out in Syr-
iac three times: "Christ who rose from the house of the
dead has had mercy upon us!" He then takes out the
image, covers it with a white veil, and carries it held up in
front of his face, while the people follow in grand proces-
sion, singing and chanting. After all have kissed the cross,
the flowers are distributed "for a blessing."
In the Syrian churches, very early Easier morning the
priest goes into the sanctuary alone and. takes out the cross
from the "tomb" under the altar. Then opening the gates
of the screen, he holds it up in the sight of all the people,
saying in a loud voice: "To-day the Lord is risen from the
dead I" It was many, many years since the friend who de-
scribed this service to me had been a Syrian "deacon," and
during the interval he had preached, as an ordained Protes-
tant minister from, behind a desk in the ban* chapels or
school-houses of the American Presbyterian Mission, but
the reflection of that Easter glow was still on his face as he
told of the joy that filled his heart when he heard these
words, and saw the simple act which brought to a climax
the quaint symbolism with which the Syrian Church depicts
the history of the passion.
Easter Monday arid Tuesday are both feasts, but only on
Monday is cessation from labor obligatory. The season is
celebrated by wearing new clothes and by making visits
of ceremony. The children amuse themselves by coloring
eggs, which they strike together in a regular game. The
great Greek Easter procession called Dowra-el-Ba'uth is
made on Easter Monday and sometimes also on Tuesday.
In former days all the priests in Beyrout; used to assemble
at the episcopal residence, where they assumed their vest-

